Ms. Worcester
DO NOT WRITE ON ME
Writing About Art

Use this information on writing about art to help you describe and interpret the artwork in our unit. 


Four Levels of Analysis
In our writing about art, we will focus on describing (level 1) the piece. Then, we will interpret it (level 3) within the context of the tradition we are discussing.

Analysis (level 2) is a bit overly detailed and difficult for our purposes, but you may include bits of analysis if you want.

Judgment (level 4) is not something we will be equipped to do with such a brief interaction with the artwork.



1. Description
“What do you see?”
· What is the art made out of? (media: oil paints, bronze, ink, watercolor, apples…)
· How big is it? (scale)
· Who made it? What time period is it from?
· What sorts of characters / objects are in this painting?
· How are they placed relative to one another? (horizontal, planar, overlapping.
· Describe the colors 
· Hues: reds, blues, oranges, “cold”, “warm”
· Intensity: dull, muted, bright, pure
· Value: darkness or lightness (range on the grayscale)
· Describe the quality of the line: jagged, smooth, fuzzy, etc.
· Describe the quality of brushstrokes – invisible, thick paint, dots, confident, timid…


2. Analysis
“How did the artist do it?”
· Identify the aim of the piece
· Find the most distinctive visual elements
· Design-wise is the piece: rhythmic, unified, symmetrical, harmonious, geometric, varied, chaotic, horizontal or vertically oriented, etc.
· d. Discussion of how elements or structural system contribute to appearance of image or function
· How are light and color used? Examples: contrast, shadows, warm, cool, supernatural, etc.
· How is spaced used? Examples: compact, deep, shallow, naturalistic, 
· How is movement portrayed / achieved
· How are the media used?
· How do the smaller parts relate to the whole? Your perceptions of balance, proportion and scale and your emotional reaction as well


3. Interpretation 
“What does it mean?”
· What is the main idea, or overall meaning of the work?
· Can I express what I think the artwork is about in one sentence?
· What evidence inside or outside the artwork supports my interpretation?


4. Judgment
“Is it good artwork?”
Judging a piece of work means giving it rank in relation to other works and of course considering a very important aspect of the visual arts; its originality.
· Criteria: What criteria do I think are most appropriate for judging the artwork?
· Evidence: What evidence inside or outside the artwork relates to each criterion?
· Judgment: Based on the criteria and evidence, what is my judgment about the quality of the artwork?


Source: http://www.uwgb.edu/malloyk/art_criticism_and_formal_analysi.htm
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