
Romanticism Lecture Notes

(This one is the hardest – for all of the others we won’t need as much background information, because they come from each other!!)

NOT romantic love

Historical Background:
In Europe, Puritanism, which valued faith in God above all else, had been replaced by the Age of Reason (Enlightenment), which valued the scientific ideals of logic and reason most highly. In the mid-1800s, Romanticism developed as a backlash to the Age of Reason:
· Artists are inspired creators, not skilled craftspeople
· Nature is boundless and cannot be easily explained by science; it cannot and should not be conquered by science and “manifest destiny”
· Knowledge is gained through intuition and emotion, not scientific methods
Traveled from Europe to America, where it developed into its own unique forms: Gothic Romanticism and Transcendentalism.
Authors: Hawthorne, Poe, Melville, Thoreau,
Poets: Wordsworth, Dickenson, Longfellow, Emerson       Poetry > Novels!!!
 
	Romantic Characteristics (NIICE)

	Description of Characteristic


	Interest in the common man and childhood (C)

	Romantics believed in the natural goodness of humans, a quality hindered by the urban life of civilization. They believed that “the savage” is noble, childhood is good, and that emotions inspired by both beliefs causes the heart to soar.


	Strong emotions, feelings, senses
(E)
	Romantics believed that knowledge is gained through intuition rather than deduction. This is best summed up by Wordsworth who stated that “all good poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings.”


	Nature (N)

	Romantics stressed the awe of nature, believing we experience the sublime and learn more about ourselves through connection with nature. Romantics rejected the rationalization of nature by the previous thinkers of the Enlightenment period.


	Celebration of the individual (I)

	Romantics often elevated the achievements of the misunderstood, heroic individual outcast.


	Importance of imagination (I)

	Romantics legitimized the individual imagination as the most important faculty of the brain.



Romantic Music:

· Evolved from classical music (e.g. Bach, Mozart, Haydn)
· Beethoven (crossover), Tchaikovsky, Chopin, Schubert, Berloiz.
· Romantic music aimed to improve expression of human emotions as well as deeper truths about the world.
· were more expressive because they: used more instruments, had more flexible formatting of songs (key, form)
· easier to identify a musical artist as an individual due to expressiveness
· Inspiration from drawn from nature, literature, or history, not just music itself or religion.

Romantic Art:
· Artists: Turner, Goya, Fuseli, Gude
· Backlash against neoclassicism
· Clashing color and design to be more expressive
· Artists can express emotions and individuality with visible brushstroke and thick chunks of paint.
· Themes: Nature, nature overpowering humans, the “noble savage”.
· Gothic: ruins, death, decay, humans are impermanent. 
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